Chlortetracycline (CTC) 
Introduction
When mammalian spermatozoa are first released from the male reproductive tract they are unable to fertilize oocytes immedi¬ ately, despite being morphologically mature and independently motile. The spermatozoa must undergo a post-release maturation phase termed capacitation which is obligatory for mammalian spermatozoa to attain full fertilizing potential (Austin, 1951; Chang, 1951) . Upon completion of capacitation, the spermatozoa have the capacity to undergo the acrosome reaction, resulting in the release of lytic enzymes and membrane alterations necessary for sperm-egg fusion (reviewed by Fraser, 1987a (Yanagimachi and Usui, 1974 (DasGupta and Fraser, 1991) .
Materials and Methods

Media
The standard medium used was Earle's medium with added benzylpenicillin (Glaxo Laboratories, Greenford) (Fig. 6 ).
The results (Fig. 7) (Fig. 8) (Fig. 9) . In marked contrast, and consistent with the distribution observed in earlier experiments (Fig. 8) (Aitken et al, 1984) .
Earlier studies have shown that incubating mouse spermatozoa in high Ca2+ medium also accelerates capacitation and acro¬ somal exocytosis (Fraser and McDermott, 1992) and promotes rapid fertilization in vitro (Fraser, 1987b 
